DID you know???

fascinating facts about Rock-wallabIES 
SPECIES

The Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby is one of 16 species of Rock-wallabies in Australia. 
Wallabies are furred mammals. Mammals are warm blooded animals that give birth to live young and nourish their young with special milk through mammary glands or teats.

Wallabies belong to the macropod family which also include kangaroos, tree-kangaroos, pademelons and wallaroos. The word macropod comes from a Greek term meaning long foot.

Macropods are marsupials. Macropods have a forward facing pouch in which to raise their young. Some marsupials like the wombat have backward facing pouches.

Some well known species of rock-wallaby that are threatened with extinction in Australia are:

Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby

Black-footed Rock-wallaby
Herberts Rock-wallaby

Proserpine Rock-wallaby 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby

DESCRIPTION

The Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby is a small reddish brown rock-wallaby weighing 5 to 8 kg with a distinctive long bushy tail and white cheek blazes. 
Rock-wallabies are extremely agile, moving swiftly and confidently through rugged terrain. They appear to be almost flying. 
They move with a hopping action using both feet together with their tail used for support and balance and their short, well padded, rough textured feet giving them remarkable grip.

Their tiny forearms are used for holding food, tending young and balancing. 
The Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby is now so rare in Victoria it would be almost impossible to see one in the wild. In fact, it has been nicknamed ‘The Shadow’.

BREEDING
Female rock-wallabies give birth to a single pouch young at a time, about the size of a jelly bean. Ouch young are born with no fur and remain in the pouch for 6 months. 
Like other macropods rock-wallabies can have several young ‘on the go’ at once at different stages of development e.g. one embryo, one in the pouch and one at foot. 
Life expectancy in the wild is 5-10 years on average.
HABITAT
Wallabies are indigenous to Australia and New Guinea.

Rock-wallabies choose to live in rugged rocky outcrops, cliffs and boulder piles which provide plenty of caves, cracks and ledges for shelter from heat and predators. They browse in the evening and early mornings and return to their rocky shelters by day.
Rock-wallabies live in colonies made up of several small family groups living together.

Colonies may be so close together as to be virtually continuous or may be hundreds of kilometres apart.

Wallabies are herbivores, living on a wide variety of grasses, herbs and shrubs.  

THREATS IN THE WILD
The major threat to Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies in the wild is predation by foxes, dogs, cats and wedge-tailed eagles. 

Also particularly vulnerable are sole younger wallabies searching for new homes.  

Competition for food in rock-wallaby habitat is a severe threat to their survival, often forcing colonies to leave the protection of the rocky outcrops for more exposed grassy areas.  Livestock such as cattle & sheep, feral goats, horses and rabbits all compete for the same food.

Many colonies are being pushed towards extinction due to loss of habitat or habitat modification due to things like human development and weed invasion.

Other threats include drought, wildfire and inbreeding due to isolation and decline of colonies and resulting diseases.
















