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Saving the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby 
Waterfall Springs Foundation Endangered Species Fund 
A not for profit association 
A deductible gift recipient entitled to receive tax deductible donations 
 

Happy New Year to all our valued 
members, sponsors, donors and 
volunteers. 

Firstly, we would like to take the 
opportunity to acknowledge and 
sincerely thank our sponsors and 
donors, both existing and new, who 
have made significant contributions to 
the Waterfall Springs Foundation 
Endangered Species Fund in the past 
year – particularly with the extensive 
provision of materials and labour 
towards the multiple capital 
development works being undertaken 
to ensure we will continue to be the 
lead captive breeding facility in NSW 
for the endangered Brush-tailed Rock-
wallaby. 

We thank:  

Gosford Quarries, Raddatz, RTA, 
Railcorp, BMD, Redranger Pty Ltd, 
Steel Fencing and Framing Services, 
Hunter Concrete Products, SESL, 
Walker Products Inc, Carols Timber, 
Hyne Timber Pty Ltd, Comserve, 
Gosford City Council, Andy Kennard, 
ERM Foundation, Uniworld/DAEWHA. 

Wow what a year it has been at 
Waterfall Springs. We have had many 
wonderful successes with our BTRW 
breeding and release programs as 
well as an intensive year constructing 
new and improved facilities that have 
been made possible with the securing 
of several project funding grants. 

Although these works have been 
extensive and exhausting, we are 
over two thirds of the way towards 
completing the construction of these 
facilities including improved access, 
landscaping and communications, 12 
new wallaby enclosures and feed 
stations, new electric entrance gates 
and gatehouse, Conservation and 

Happy New Year 

 

February 2010 

Waterfall Springs  

Education Centre, group bunk 
accommodation, outdoor learning and 
bbq area and new Vet Clinic.  

Due recognition must be paid to Lloyd 
Oldfield (voluntary services) and John 
Forrest for their tireless efforts in 
ensuring our capital works projects 
have come in on time and in budget. 

Waterfall Springs has once again out 
performed all other BTRW breeding 
institutes achieving conservation 
outcomes over and above 
expectations in the number of 
offspring produced this year. This is in 
part due to our ideal breeding 
conditions – large open enclosures, 
natural bush setting, purpose built 
rocky habitats, a network of 
underground tunnels to play in and 
minimal human disturbance – but 
primarily due to the skilled animal 
husbandry and veterinary care 
provided by our Sanctuary Curator 
Celia Thomson. 

And last but in no way the least our 
fantastic team of volunteers who look 
after the daily care of our animals with 
love and with passion. Thank you to 
Pam, Aaron, Robyn, Di, John and the 
many keen students that come to 
share our knowledge and lend a 
hand. 

We have had many groups, both 
government and non government, 
conservation and community who 
have contributed to our cause this 
year. We appreciate each and every 
concerted effort that has helped us to 
achieve our goal of saving the Brush-
tailed Rock-wallaby. 



 

 

Waterfall Springs Newsletter Page 2 of 6  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Update – Grampians National Park 

 In November 2008 Waterfall Springs 

took part in a conservation first with 

the release of 10 Southern BTRW into 

the Grampians National Park. 

The reintroduction of this first group of 

wallabies was a much anticipated 

event after ten years in the making 

from securing program partners and 

funding to the undertaking of 

extensive scientific and genetic  

research involved in the establishment 

of the captive breeding and surrogacy 

breeding programs. 

Some of the country’s most highly 

skilled zoologists, veterinarians and 

scientists have been involved in this 

program which will not only pave the 

way for further BTRW reintroductions 

but will also benefit many other of our 

species under threat of extinction. 

Of the 10 animals released, 7 have 

now survived over 12 months and are 

showing good behavioural patterns in 

adapting to their new habitat. An 

additional 5 animals were released 

into the group in October 2009. With 

sightings of a first pouch young, 

fingers are crossed that this mission 

will be great success.  

The wallabies continue to be closely 

monitored via camera surveillance 

and radio tracking collars by Parks 

staff and ongoing predator control 

methods continue to boost their 

longer term survival prospects. 

Our thanks must also go the 
following funding providers who 
have shown faith in the 
conservation objectives and 
outcomes of Waterfall Springs by 
providing the following funding 
contributions: 

$98,570 from the NSW Govt 
Environment Trust Program. 
Funds secured to expand on 
existing breeding facilities 
including the building of 12 new 
enclosures and feed stations as 
well as improved electrical, water 
and communications systems. 

$22,820 from the Foundation for 
National Parks and Wildlife for the 
installation of predator control front 
security gates and gatehouse. 

$78,975 from the Australian Govt 
DEEWR Jobs Fund to create jobs 
via the construction of a new 
Education Facility and Vet Clinic 
as well as create and maintain 
additional traineeships, education, 
conservation and operations staff. 

$1,750 from the Australian Govt 
GVEHO program for 
administration. 

“To be part of this Australian 
first conservation program is an 

absolute thrill. I’m working 
alongside some of the most 

highly trained scientists to help 
save one of our country’s most 

endangered species”. 
 

Sanctuary Curator 
Celia Thomson 

Mention must also be made of the 
many groups and individuals who 
have assisted these projects along 
the way with their time and labour 
which is a true demonstration of 
how successful conservation 
outcomes can be achieved through 
a united community and a 
concerted effort. 

In particular the Corrective 
Services labour crew for their 
ongoing assistance to Waterfall 
Springs' maintenance and project 
works. 

Central Coast Community 
Environment Network for 
managing a work for the dole 
program crew to undertake fit-out 
works including bunk 
accommodation, caretakers flat, 
education room and amenities. 

And to Conservation Volunteers 
Australia who sent a volunteer 
team of 22 participants to Waterfall 
Springs last August to assist with 
the building of the new enclosures, 
paving, landscaping and indoor fit-
out work. 

We look forward to working with 
these groups again throughout the 
year. 

Funding and Community News 
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Program Update - Warrumbungles 

 On 7
th
 April 2009, 23 endangered brush-tailed rock-wallabies (including eight with 

pouch young), were airlifted by helicopter from Waterfall Springs and released into 
the wild on a mountain summit in the Warrumbungle National Park.  

The brush-tailed rock-wallabies were all donated by Waterfalls Springs Wildlife 
Sanctuary, as part of Australia’s biggest ever translocation of this species. This 
large scale release unites Waterfall Springs, WWF-Australia and the NSW 
Department of Environment and Climate in a common goal – to pull this species, 
which is listed as endangered in NSW, back from the brink of extinction. 

Over recent years the once strong Warrumbungle’s colony has declined in 
number to less than eight prompting this radical action to save it from extinction. It 
has been a highly intensive conservation mission requiring significant government 
and private investment.  

For Waterfall Springs the translocation marked a milestone in a six year journey 
that started in 2003 when the animals were repatriated from Kawau Island New 
Zealand where they were considered a pest. They had originally derived from a 
population in the lower Blue Mountains and translocated to New Zealand in the 
1870s. 

Although we sadly had a couple of mortalities soon after release, the wallabies are 
now behaving as we had hoped, staying within their home habitat, foraging for food 
and maintaining good body condition. This gives us great relief that our animals are 
settling well into their new habitat. 

16 inches of recent soaking rain has enhanced the survival prospects with water 
sources flowing and ensuring a plentiful food source. Intensive threat control 
continues around the release site as well as within the broader Warrumbungle 
National Park also boosting survival prospects for the next 6 months. 

A number of the females were carrying pouch-young, some that had been born after 
release, obviously a result of some Warrumbungles romance. So we look forward to 
an influx of youngsters to the colony soon – a very optimistic outlook!   

Our little rock wallabies will continue to be monitored until their radio collars break-
off as they are designed to do.  

In November last year, a further 6 rock-wallabies were donated by Waterfall Springs 
to this project. For two months they have been held in a captive environment at the 
Jenolan Caves under the eye of NSW DECC staff in preparation for their release in 
the Warrumbungles later this month 

The NSW Recovery Team are preparing to undergo another intensive monitoring 
period to follow these animals as they settle in, and to make observations on 
whether the introduced and local rock-wallabies use their habitat in subtly different 
ways.   

We anticipate due recognition will be given to the Waterfall Springs Foundation for 
the donation of our animal assets that have made this release possible. 
. 

The helicopter 
arrives at Kulnura 
to collect the 
wallabies for 
transport to the 
Warrumbungles. 

A released BTRW caught on 
camera in the Warrumbungles 

A BTRW being released from its 
Australia Post travel bag into the 

Warrumbungles 
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A BTRW Transfer First for Waterfall Springs 

 In a big first for Waterfall Springs, 

Sanctuary Curator Celia Thomson 

and veterinarian Vicky Onus 

conducted our first ever Southern 

BTRW cross foster procedure at 

Tuggerah Vet Clinic on October 1
st
 

last year.  

Previously, we have flown our 

‘Southern’ type pouch young 

interstate to be matched with a 

surrogate mother and undergo this 

highly skilled transfer procedure.   

The procedure involved transferring 

the 20 day old female Brush-tailed 

Rock-wallaby joey into the pouch of a 

matching Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby 

Program Update – Kangaroo Valley 

 

Waterfall Springs has donated 3 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies and 1 
pouch young to Currumbin Sanctuary 
in Queensland to support their entry 
into the ‘Central’ BTRW captive 
breeding program. The animals were 
transferred to Currumbin Sanctuary in 
November 2009.  

! male BTRW and 1 female BTRW 
were transferred to Tidbinbilla Nature 
Reserve and are on public display in 
the Reserve’s open natural 
environment. They will help to 
increase the profile and threatened 
status of the BTRW as well as boost 
public awareness of the breeding 
program in place to help save the 
species. 

Animal movements 

 

  

surrogate. Both animals came from 

the Waterfall Springs breeding 

program. 

With her veracious appetite and 
bulging belly, all signs are that our 
surrogate mum and bub are healthy 
and doing well. We now eagerly wait 
to catch the first glimpse of our little 
Brushie’s head to pop out of the 
pouch so we can celebrate a total 
success.  

We are also hopeful that both our 
Southern BTRW females will give 
birth again soon so we can increase 
our contribution to this important 
breeding program. 
 

Waterfall Springs have also donated a 
group of Yellow-footed Rock-wallabies 
to the Australian Reptile Park to 
support the education learning 
programs run by the ARP. 

The 3 females, 1 male and 3 pouch 

young have settled well into their new 

environment and are on public 

display.   

The 3 male BTRW leased to Ipswich 

Nature Reserve in Queensland 

remain healthy and well adapted to 

their environment. INR are also 

helping promote the plight of the 

BTRW along the Eastern Seaboard 

through interpretive signage and 

distribution of information to visitors. 

On Feb 3 2009 we released 2 of our 
‘Central’ type Brush-tailed Rock-
wallabies – Polly and Willow – into the 
Kangaroo Valley. With less that 5 wild 
animals left in the Shoalhaven region, 
the aim of this release mission is to 
reduce the immediate threat of 
extinction and boost the colony 
numbers to a population level where it 
can become self sustaining. 

Since that exciting day, we are thrilled 
to have learned that Polly has a nice 
round pouch indicating she has a little 
joey on the way.  

On October 27 2009, 2 additional 

female rock-wallabies – Penelope and 
Susan - were released into this group. 
Penelope was hand raised by staff at 
the Sanctuary so we have all been 
anxiously following her progress. 
Although supplement fed for some 
time after release, we are pleased to 
report she is now thriving in her new 
environment. 

The released wallabies will continue 
to be radio tracked via their fitted 
collars and infra red cameras. 

Recovery Team staff are pleased with 
the success of this recovery mission 
thus far. 

 

Polly with joey on camera. 
January 2010 

BTRW Joey in transfer 
October 2009 

A BTRW at 
Waterfall Springs 
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Yellow-foot Babies  

 Over the spring and summer period, 

we were delighted to welcome a 

handful of gorgeous new baby Yellow-

foots into the Sanctuary. These little 

girls don’t know it yet but they will play 

an important part in saving their 

closely related Brush-tailed Rock-

wallaby species.  

Themselves in serious danger of 
extinction, a group of 30 Yellow-
footed Rock-wallabies are being kept 
at the Sanctuary to be used in a 
highly ambitious surrogate breeding 
program. 

The aim of the program is to 
accelerate the breeding cycle of the 
female Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby by 
removing a 20 day old joey from her 
pouch and implanting it into the pouch 
of a surrogate Yellow- foot female. 
This will allow the Brush-tail female to 
rapidly increase her breeding output 
from one up to eight pouch young 
every year. 

 

 

  

 Although initially considered 
controversial, it is now recognised by 
scientific experts as the only means to 
save the last remaining colonies of 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies in Victoria 
whose numbers became as low as 5 
remaining in the wild. 

Whilst we will never bring back the 
population numbers to the tens of 
thousands they once were, to be able 
to regenerate declining populations in 
NSW and Victoria is really exciting.” 

Waterfall Springs now maintains the 
largest group of captive bred Yellow-
footed Rock-wallabies and will 
become the lead organisation for 
conducting the cross foster procedure 
and raising the juvenile Southern 
Brushed-tails until they are transferred 
back to Victoria for release. 

 

A YFRW joey peering out of 
her pouch. 

Picture by Susan Reading 

Lulu and her own joey at Waterfall Springs. 
Picture by Susan Reading 

A YFRW plays with the boot of a staff at 
Waterfall Springs. 

Picture by Susan Reading 
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In the forthcoming months we will be 

conducting our membership renewal 

process. 

Waterfall Springs required a minimum 

number of members to enable us to 

maintain our Foundation and 

Deductible Gift Recipient status. 

We thank you in advance for the 

continuation of your support and 

membership renewal.  

Please look out for your renewal 

information shortly and do not hesitate 

to contact us with any further 

questions you might have. 

Membership Renewal  

 

With construction duties now well in 
hand and due for completion in June 
2010, it is time to focus our energy on 
securing the vital sponsorship monies 
required to cover our ongoing 
operational costs and ensure the 
financial viability of the breeding 
program at WS over the next five 
years. 

Your continued membership and 
sponsorship commitment is of high 
importance to us in helping to reach 
our conservation outcomes.  

The News Ahead 

Waterfall Springs is a not-for-profit 

organisation. We rely heavily on the 

support of our members, sponsors, 

donors and volunteers.  

We thank all our valued supporters 

without whose interest and 

enthusiasm our work would not be 

possible.   

Waterfall Springs Wildlife 
Sanctuary and Foundation 

RMB2394A 
Kyola Road 

KULNURA 2260 
NSW 2250 

 
 

PHONE: 
02 4376 1066 

 
 

E-MAIL: 

info@waterfallsprings.org 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.waterfallsprings.org 

Due to expressions of interest, we 

plan to hold another Members BBQ 

and Open day this year so that you 

can see first hand the progress we 

have made and the adorable little 

rock-wallabies that are under our 

care.  

This will most likely be in the second 

half of the year when all construction 

works have been completed. 

Please visit our website for regular 
program updates and do not hesitate 
to contact us at any time for further 
information or assistance. 

All donations of $2.00 or more are 

tax deductible. Please visit our 

website www.waterfallsprings.org or 

email us at info@waterfallsprings.org. 

New front access gates. 

 About Our Organisation 

http://www.waterfallsprings.org/

