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Saving the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby 
Waterfall Springs Foundation Endangered Species Fund 
A not for profit association 
A deductible gift recipient entitled to receive tax deductible donations 
 

All going well, we hope to hold a 
community launch of the facilities in 
September 2010 to coincide with 
Australian Threatened Species Week. 

Project News 

 

June 2010 

Waterfall Springs  

Itôs been a very labour intensive and 
exhausting 12 months for the boys at 
Waterfall Springs who have been busily 
involved with the State and Federal 
Government funded construction 
projects that will expand and improve on 
our existing breeding facilities. But we 
are happy to report that in the relief of 
the much cooler weather our project 
works are finally drawing to completion 
and we are looking forward to making 
full use of our fantastic new facilities. 

Firstly, we are pleased to report that we 
have completed the construction of 12 
new wallaby holding enclosures with 3 
feed stations and servicing electrical 
power that will give us much needed 
additional animal facilities with the 
increase of breeding output. 

The project was part funded with 
$98,570 from the NSW Govt 
Environment Trust Program and made 
possible with matching funding provided 
by private and corporate donations both 
cash and by way of donated materials 
including sandstone rock, concrete, iron 
sheeting and structural timber. 

Our sincere thanks to Gosford Quarries, 
Hunter Concrete, Hyne Timber, Carolls 
Timber, Walker Bros Timber and Carter 
Holt Harvey. 

.  

 

Concrete pipes are delivered The new enclosure area 

The feed stations under construction 

Wallaby rock mounds 
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In other project news, we are well on 
target to complete the construction 
and fit-out of our new conference / 
education facility, offices, vet clinic 
and outdoor learning area. This 
project has been part funded for 
$78,975 by the Australian Govt 
DEEWR Jobs Fund. Waterfall Springs 
with the help of generous material 
donations from project sponsors have 
funded the remaining project costs. 

Our sincere thanks to Redranger, 
Steel Fencing and Framing Services, 
Raddatz, BMD and Gosford City 
Council Maintenance Services 
Department who have taken great 
interest in our work and help 
tremendously with the provision of 
surplus and recycled materials. 

The conference room, office and vet 
clinic will not only provide Waterfall 

Project News Continued 

 

News from Currumbin Sanctuary 
 

 

In November 09, a breeding group of 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies (2 female; 
1 male) and 1 pouch young were 
transferred from Waterfall Springs to 
Currumbin Sanctuary Queensland to 
start off their efforts in the Central 
BTRW captive breeding program.  

Currumbin Mammal Keepers Lauren 
and Lindy have reported that the 
wallabies have settled in well to their  

new home and have produced 3 new 
births (2 male; 1 female).  

Currumbin run 4 tours a day through 
their rock-wallaby facilities which is a 
great opportunity to build awareness 
of BTRW conservation and Waterfall 
Springsô role in the program. 

We are told the animals love to 
watch the people as much as they 
like to see our wallabies! 

 
 

BTRW Diana and Pindari at 
Currumbin Sanctuary  

Springs with the facilities required to 
effectively manage our captive 
breeding program, it will now enable 
us to host industry meetings and 
events as well as facilitate increased 
opportunities for participation in brush-
tailed rock-wallaby conservation from 
education and community groups.  

The project has enabled the creation 
of short term employment for contract 
labourers and will provide further 
opportunity for the retaining of 
operations and maintenance staff as 
well as new traineeship and work 
experience opportunities. 

All going well we hope to hold a 
community and media launch of the 
facilities in September 2010 to 
coincide with Australian Threatened 
Species Week. 
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Other Funding and Sponsors News 
 

 

Firstly we thank the Wattyl Australia 

Group for the donation of 100 litres of 

Solargard paint. The paint was a great 

contribution to the materials for our new 

conference and office facilities. Such 

donations help tremendously to meet 

total project costs that funding doesnôt 

provide for.  

Hunter Concrete has continued their 

support of our project works with the 

provision of further concrete pipe 

materials. Thank you to Bert Pipan and 

the team at Hunter Concrete for your 

valued contribution to our cause.  

Thank you also to Morris Signs of 

Ourimbah who have provided Waterfall 

Springs with all the on-site recognition 

signage for our sponsors and funding 

providers. The signage plaques are well 

placed outside our new conference and 

office facilities and are a constant 

inspiration of the community support we 

have started to build to achieve our 

conservation goals.   

In May 2010 Waterfall Springs 

submitted an application to the NSW 

Fauna and Marine Parks Association 

for funding to further develop our 

small mammal management device.  

The device is the innovation of 

Waterfall Springs Chairman Lloyd 

Oldfield and is a technology designed 

to help the efficient and effective 

management of captive mammals.  

Using microchip technology, the 

device can target specific animals for 

trapping so that ID information 

including weight, time and date can 

be recorded. 

The device is in prototype stage and 

waiting the development of the final 

stage communications system to take 

it to production stage. 

The FMPA regularly support industry 

innovation so fingers crossed we can 

achieve another successful 

application outcome. 

 

 

 

ñIt's such a great feeling that all 
the hard work and anxious 

waiting periods have finally paid 
off and that Waterfall Springs 

has achieved another breeding 
success to help regenerate and 

conserve this critically 
endangered speciesò. 

 
Sanctuary Curator 

Celia Thomson 

. 

  Animal Movements 

 In the second week of June we 

farewelled our little Southern Brush-tail 

Rock-wallaby who will be placed in a 

hardening environment at Tidbinbilla 

Nature Reserve, Canberra in 

preparation for her release later this 

year. The final journey of little Rosilita 

marks a special achievement by 

Waterfall Springs as she was the first 

cross fostered embryo to be performed 

by Waterfall Springs under the highly 

intensive Southern BTRW breeding 

program.   

Transferred into the pouch of a Yellow-

footed Rock wallaby surrogate mother in 

October 2009, it wasnôt until her head 

popped out of the pouch in early autumn 

this year that we knew the transfer had 

been a success. 

Now a healthy and fully independent 

juvenile, we wish little Rosilita all the 

best for the remaining part of her 

journey where she will be released into 

a wild population in Victoria. 

In other animal news, The NSW DECC 

recruited the last of the wild caught 

Central Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies 

(Joy) to complete the foundation 

breeding stock for this program.  

Joy was transferred directly from 

Taralga NSW to Waterfall Springs in 

April 2010 and has been placed in a 

breeding enclosure with our highly 

frisky male Thunder. So far Joy and 

Thunder seem to be behaving well 

together so we will sit back and wait to 

see if any babies are soon 

forthcoming. 

The Central breeding program is now 

well underway with 5 core breeding 

groups. Since the program 

commenced in 2006 some of our 

female wallabies are now onto their 

second and third generation offspring 

so lets hope we can continue the 

great results we are having with 

breeding output.  

Finally, we were happy to be able to 

provide a young Yellow-footed Rock-

wallaby joey to the Australian Reptile 

Park for their Endangered Species 

School Holliday Program this July. We 

continue to enjoy a mutually beneficial 

relationship with the ARP and hope 

their July Endangered Species 

promotion is successful in generating 

further awareness about the plight of 

Australiaôs threatened species. 

A Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby 
at Waterfall Springs 


